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The mission of the Northwest 
Explorer Magazine and 
northwestexplorer.org is to 
produce well-researched, 
well-written and engaging 
stories and ,multimedia 
that inform and entertain, 
provide a forum for student 
voices, and offer a variety of 
perspectives.

Mission Statement Editorial Policy
The Northwest Explorer is the 
official publication of Wichita 
Northwest High Shcool. The 
opinions in the newspaper 
are those of the students, and 
do not neccessarily reflect 
those of its administration, 
faculty, and staff. We welcome 
letters to the editor. To read 
the full editorial policy, see 
our website:
www.northwestexplorer.org
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content. Ad copy will be in 
the hands of the publication 
staff one week advance of 
the issue being sent to print. 
To see the full ads policy, go 
to our website:
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Orchestra is relocated 
to the commons during 
their 4th hour to practice 
when construction 
smells become 
overpowering on Feb. 
12. Photo by Morse

The library hosted a 
“book blind date” over 
the Valentines week 
that allowed students 
to pick up a random 
book, check it out, then 
unwrap it; the only rule is 
to read 30 pages. Photo 
by Dulohery

Student sections show 
their school spirit by 
yelling their class cheers 
for COTY points at 
the Hoops 4 Hearts 
assembly on Feb. 13. 
Photo by Schenck



With a disease throwback to the measles just 
this year, it seems more and more people are 
listening to celebrities for medical advice. It’s too 
easy to take status as authority in this day and 
age, and ignore the potential risks. 

At Northwest, students are required to get the 
necessary vaccinations to attend public school, 
but have the option to opt out for religious or 
medical reasons. 

Unfortunately, many opt out due to the opinion 
and misinformation spread by celebrities. 

Anti-vax parents blame vaccinations for many 
disabilities and ailments, despite experts refuting 
this time and time again. The most popular study 
supporting these claims has been admitted, by 
the original scientist Mark Geier, to be false, as 
well as dismissed by The Institute of Medicine.

Many parents still are still wary of the unnatural 
ingredients in vaccines, such as preservatives, 
and the risk of deadly allergic reactions to 
the vaccines. However, the risk is less than a 
hundredth of a percent for a child to go into 
anaphylactic shock.

The preservative in vaccines, thimerosal, that 
was believed to cause autism has been subject 

to countless 
studies, has 
overwhelmingly 
been proved a 
myth, and is no 
longer present in 

many new vaccinations.
This spread of false information is not only 

detrimental to the unvaccinated children, and all 
the people they put at risk, but to individuals with 
disabilities like autism as well. It makes it seems 
as if they have something wrong with them.

The only medical risk that would get it the 
way of vaccination is if a child were to have an 
autoimmune disorder and weren’t strong enough 
to receive the vaccinations. This disorder also 
makes them more susceptible to diseases, 
giving even more reason to get other children 
vaccinated.

It should be a public duty to vaccinate, as the 
benefits heavily outweigh the risks. 
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Is the shot worth it?


